Heparin therapy.
Preview Heparin is used worldwide to prevent arterial and venous thrombosis and to treat established thromboembolic disorders. It is also the mainstay of anticoagulation therapy for cardiopulmonary bypass and hemodialysis circuits. In this article, the authors examine the common indications for heparin therapy and describe the basic principles of heparin monitoring. Use of low-molecular-weight heparin is also briefly reviewed.